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Coronavirus at the end of the world: Antarctica matters
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Isolation Protects Antarctica
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National Operator Logistics

e Most Antarctic operators running much reduced 2020/21
season, resupplying stations, exchanging personnel

 Some ‘summer only’ national operators have cancelled
current season entirely

Severely limited by closure or strict quarantine
requirements of ‘gateway’ countries and ports, and
ernational travel restrictions and uncertainty

ns and vessels do not have medical facilitie
¢; medevac capability and routes als

nd settlements open, but




Scientific Programmes

* Most polar science seasons cancelled or postponed, though some
maintenance of long-term data series

Some Antarctic ‘gateways’ operating with very strict quarantine
and testing requirements

Some countries limiting participation in science operations
cruises, stations, field science) to nationals/residents, again st
arantine; some collaborative support being offered
0sis for northern 2021 and austral 2021/22 summe

ants subject to extensions/delayed start, sor
1 international programmes such a
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International Collaboration

» Long been central to polar research, and allows positive and
productive interaction even through geopolitically challenging
times

Immediate consequence of covid has been loss of direct
international meetings

» accelerated use of web-based platforms, but many
ions and a shadow of face-to-face meeting

carchers/institutions report a surge in colla
> advantage of existing data/mater




Tourism

Largely cruise-based in both polar regions, with older (more
Inerable) demographic, and need for international travel to
parture points

)/21 Antarctic season virtually completely lost, ditto 20:




Implications for Polar Environment

e Short- to mid-term reduction in human presence and activity,
research and tourism

Will reduce human pressure on ecosystems (e.g. disturbance,
damage, invasions); however polar ecosystem processes are
generally slow, so short-lived reduction unlikely to have

significant impact

Conversely, reduced ability to respond to environmental
idents (e.g. pollution, shipping or air accidents, SAR cap

ators have been forced to consider more urgently re
1 technology, reducing long-term human foot

hether covid can/will enter w1 dli
uman a331stance S .




(Governance

e Different systems north and south: sovereign nations vs.
consensus governance through international treaty

Lack of international governance meetings impacting
decision processes — 2020 ATCM cancelled, CCAMLR
ine and made limited or no progress on contentious

implications of expected global and n
vined with pandemic recoy




Future Recovery?

» Initial hopes of the major impacts being restricted to a single
season or year are now fading

Operational rescheduling of cancelled plans already likely to have
~ major impact over next 2-3 years at least, even up to 6-8 years

Polar tourism industry, largely cruise-based in both polar regio
aces almost complete loss for up to 3-4 years, exacerbated by
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